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A NIAGARA PHENOMENON. 


Am Unprecedented Migration of {Zinnows 


rom Lake Ontario. 
(From the Buffalo Express.) 


‘ 


Niagara River has this season offered some 
fine oy portunities for the study of the main- 
tenance of the equilibrium of animal life on 
Early spring was 

marked by an un»recedented migration of 
' minnows irom Lake Erie into the Niagara 
They arrived by millions and formed 
here and there almost solid banks of moving | 
The shores of some litile creeks like | 


both land and water. 


River. 


flesh. 

those of Frenchman’s Creek, emptying from 
the Canada shore into the Nisgara River, were 
actually strewn with countless numbers of 
dead minnows, which had been suffocated for 
want of oxygen in these narrow channels. 
The advent of minnows attracted in turn, as 
might naturally be expected, a proportionate- 
ly sized swarm of their destroyers, in shape 
of the different species of pike, muscalonge 
and black bass. The latter would be seen 
quietly in solid columns along the bottom 
near the shores, where the water was sufti- 
ciently shallow and transparent to permit a 
full view of them. Fishermen were perplexed 
and in despair, since they would take bait of 
no kind, no matter how temptingly displayed. 
Their stomachs were fairly gorged with min- 
nows, which could be captured without any 
effort whatever. 

Later on, when the main bulk cf minnows 
disappeared witkoui being followed by their 
enemies, the tables were turned, and basy 
fishing never has been known to be as fine 
as it was towards the latter end of the sum- 
mer. Though the river is no longer stocked 
With minnows as it wasin the spring, the pres- 
ent amount probably still exceeds that of any 
| previous year, and has attracted later on 
another host of their natural enemies, the 
winged toilers ef the sea. Never before has 


the surface of the green Niagara exhibited 


such an animated display of glistening white 
flocks of gulls and terns as in the present 


months. They haye assembled by thousands, | 
and luxuriate in immense abundance on their 
natural prey. Among them are some species | 
never before obseryed here in any notable | 


quantity, or even single specimens. We 


enumerate the Kittiwake gull, besides three | 
Species of terns, two of which axe determin. | 


able as the black and cammon tern, while the 
other is dubious on account of its immature 
plumage. 


decoyed to come near the surface by throwing 
upon it some white bunches of cotton or paper, 
A good breach loader will then make consider- 
able havoc among them, ag they generally 
remain quite a long time near any spot where 
one or more of their shot comrades float 
upon the water. 

It is very easy to see haw black bass and 
the various species of gulls and terns should 
be found in such great numbers, where there 
ia an unusual abundance of their natural 
food ; but a more minute knowledge, through 
Glose observation and examination, is needed 
to determine the reasons for the unsurpassed 
Spring migration of the minnows. The so- 
lution of the problem probably hinges also 
upon their peculiar microscopic food, which 
may have been affected by changed condi- 
tions of the ordinary prevailing temperature 
of the water, or other similar influences of a 
physieal nature. 


™~ — 


They are congregated in large | 
and separate flocks, and though occasionally | 
hovering high over the river, may easily be | 
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important one, 


tinct in these waters. 


| 


they have been 


above-named institution. 


of which he tried at the same place and also 
at some of the other hatching houses last win- 


bucket with a perforated false bottom 
raised several inches aboye the true bottom : 
2. Atube with a regulating faucet leading 
from an elevated water trough- to the space 
midway between these bottoms, by means’ of 
which the eggs (100,000 in each case) placed 
on false bottoms are acted upon—the water is 
turnedjon, and, passing up through the per- 
forations, it keeps them. continually in mo- 
tion, rising and sinking like sand in a spring; 
3. Near the top of the bucket, another tube 
is inserted through the side and extends 
nearly across the vessel, for the purpose of 
carrying off the water; and, to prevent the 


any impurity that may have attached itself to 
them is gently worn off by friction, and the 
formation of fungus, so annoying under the 
old system, prevented. Buta far more im- 
portant advantage is the facility afforded 
for removing the unfertilized or imperfect 
eggs, which service hitherto had to be done 
by a process of first “combing” with a feather, 
and then picking out with forceps, requiring 
the constant labor of one boy to about every 
one or tio million eggs. Now, all that is 
necessary is to visit each bucket once a day 
and increasing the volume of water sup- 
| ply, causing it for an instant to gently 
| overflow, when the bad _ eggs, being 
| much lighter than the sonnd ones, rise 
to the surface and are carried off, One 


| person’s time is sufficient to attend the 


eighteen millions deposited in these buckets, 
whereas a dozen could hardly manage them if 


| placed in the old-fashioned tray, and besides, 


the work is much more perfectly accom- 
plished. The water, too, though brought 
from the main channel of the river, is charged 
with more or less dirt during the prevalence 
of wind storms, and this, when trays are em- 
ployed, settles upon them or adheres to the 
eggs ; but when buekets are used, it is all 
precipitated upon the true bottom, and is 
easily drawn off at intervals through an 
opening made for the purpose, which at 
other times is corked up. . So perfect is this 
invention, that the U. 8. fishery authorities, 
on seeing its practical advantages last winter 
here, at once adopted it, changing only the 
material, using glass instead ef galvanized 
iron. 

‘here has been no curtailment of the old 
apparatus this season, and the trays now con- 
tain 12,000,000 eggs, their full capacity. It 
is contemplated, however, to replace it en- 

| tirely with the new next fall, when the ca- 
pacity of the establishment will be increased 
| from 30,000,000 to, perhaps, 60,000,000. Mr.. 
Wilmot is deserving of much praise, not only 
‘for the great amount of ingenuity he has dis- 
played in improving upon the means of arti- 
ficial propagation of fish, and thus immensely 
increasing our food supply ; but also for his 
deep interest in, and constant solicitude for, 
the success of this and its half-dozen sister 
\ establishments in the country. His efforts 
_ here are ably seconded by Mr. Nevin, also an 
enthusiastic pisciculturist, who has charge of 


the business. 
fy a 


On Tuesday of last week Mr. Wilmot,fof the 
Fisheries Department, came here for the pur- 
pose of superintending the starting of the 
Sandwich Fish Hatchery into operation for 
the winter, in which undertaking he was en. 
gaged until Monday evening. There are now no 
less than thirty millions of white fish eggs put 
down for hatching, all the appliances for their 
| Teception having been filled. This immense 
number of eggs, but for the hatchery, would 
| have gone entirely to waste, and the product 
| of young fish, whether it be 50, 75, or 80 per 

cent., will therefore be a elear gain and an 
The eggs were obtained from 
fish taken along the shore of Detroit River, 
and, in view of the bad season, Mr, Wilmot 
was exceedingly fortunate in obtaining them. 
The catch this season has fallen far short of 
paying the expenses of those engaged in the 
| pursuit, and it has now become quite apparent 

that, without the aid of artificial hatching, 
the whitefish would soon become rvotally ex- 
During the spawning 
| Season only have they visited the river, and 
exposed to dozens of nets 
spread across their pathway, so that compara- 
tively few escaped to deposit their spawn. 
Hence the vast commercial importance of the 
Mr. Wilmot has 
this fall, so far as space will permit, set up 
his new hatching apparatus, a rude specimen 


_;| Mr. Green in the year 1872. 


ter. The contrivance consists, lst—of a metal 


eggs floating off in the current thus 
created, the tube is. covered with | 
wire gauze. By this plan, the eggs 
being kept in motion continually, 


| fishermen along the Niagara River 


come | 
\.Diain, and to ask if there is any relief 1; 
| Appears tnere are a number of parties in the 


|| town oi Nyagara and the village of Youngs-.; 


i extending a mile out in the lake, with 


‘| taken place between the Canadian and Ame- 
} rican Government in regard to these ob- 
| structions, and that our Government had 


||. Che enquiry was made, soI am told; but 
| the information concerning it was sought 


| ment, and doubtles: 


| We trust the Inspe 


SHAD IN DAKE Onrarto.—The Rochester 
|| Union saya: ‘ Our distinguished fellow- 
|| citizen, Seth Greon, hag just received infor- 

‘mation that is not only gratifying to him, 

but of very considerable interest to the pub- 

lic. It is of a nature that confirms Mr, 
4 Green’s judgment that shad can be guccess- 
fully propagated in the large lakes. The in- 
; formation comes from J. A. Howard, of Port 
}| Ontario, and is accompanied by proof of the 
|| news conveyed. Mr. Howard sends a fine 
|| male shad, weighing 54 pounds, which he 
says was caught in a gill not six or ssven 
}| miles out in Lake Ontario, off Port Ontario, 
at the mouth of Salmon river. The fish ig 
the largest of its kind yet caught ia the lake, 
and igs one of those placed in its waters by 
The attempt 
to introduce the fish in fresh water 
was an experiment. It is now no longer 
in the list of experiments, but a matter 
of certainty. The fish have been caught at 
various points on the lake ever since the fry 
were put in, and appear to grow as rapidly 
and possess all the qualities of the shad that 
are caught in salt water. Mr. Green now in- 
tends to go on with the work of supplying 
the lake with a large quantity of shad by 
liberating fry. States borpering the upper 
lakes have also tricd the experiment of 
reising shed in those waters, and the people 
) | Will be pleased to hear that everything points ; 
to-the success ofthe movysment. The French 
King who wished to gee a fowl in the pot of 
~ every peasant in his dominion could not 

carry out his desire; but Seth Green may 
; plaée a shad on the table of every house in 
| the State.” We may add, in confirmation 


OO ee 


, of the success of Mr. Green’s ex. 
periment, that shad, which previous 
(£5 Mr. Green’s attempt at propagating } 
f | 


iaem in Lake Ontario, were unknown in the 
waters of the Bay of Quinte, are now caught 
in considerable numbers by the fishermen 
along its shores, and that we haye seen many 
of the fish, which are very beautiful and high- 
ly esteemed as food. Many thousands of 
young shad died-in thé lake, yet 2 sufficient 
| Humber have survived to make the experi- 
ment measurably successful. The people of 
Canada therefore owe a debt to Mr. Green as 
| do his own countrymen, for as the shad hava 
| Ro respect for boundary liner, they are fast 
becoming an item of value in tho accounts of 
thefishermen.— Belleville Paper 


a 
RIVER FISHERIES. 
Ai (To the Editor of The Glove.) 


4 
Sir,—Will you kindly allow me a smal! 
space in your journal tor the purpose of | 
noticing a great.grievance of which our | 


town, N.Y., who, contrary to law, I am in- 
formed, place gill nets at the mouth of the | 
river from old Fort Missauga and Fort! 
Niagara; on the opposite side of the river, 


| 
meshes small enough to entrap the smallest | 
fish which wotild come up the river, I un- 
| derstand that the fishermen along the river 
lose by these illegal and unjust transactions 
hundreds of dollars during the season, Is 
| thexe not a law which expressly states that | 
| no such obstructions shall be placed at the | 
mouth of any stream or river? And is there 
not an inspector whose duty it is to look }- 


~aitter these daily violations of it? If there | 
“ss not, it is high time the Government ap- 
{ pointed a man who will, without tear, favour, 


or affection, see that these fishermen, who 
annually pay a good rental for their grounds, 
have their business protected. It is de- 
cidedly unjust-to ask these men for rentage, | 
when they do not get scarcely any return | 
for their labour and the expense which they 
have gone to in fitting up “machines,” 

I understand that a correspondence has 


instructed the Inspector at Hamilton to en- 
quire into the matter and report to them, 


for and obtained from one of the very par- 
ties who openly violated the law in this re- 
spect. It would bea very easy matter for 
him to say that the gill nets did not hurt or 
interfere with the fishing up the river—yes, 
and quite to hi- /interest to say so. This |) 
report. was prol. yy sent-to. our Govern- |’ 
<> \the réason no- 
thing further has bee fe ih the matter. 
Will. “see through” © 
this affair, and that our fishermen here are | 
protected, and those violators of the law - 
punished for this unjust work, 

: Yours very truly, 
FAIR PLAY. 
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FISH PROPAGATION, 


Seth Green writes from Rochester that } 
Jtine shad had been Caught in Lake 
last summer. 
locked and wi 
thus adding n 


our Pl run” fish caught in Canadian rivers in 


tition and an enlarged supply. There ig 
& possibility that “ tricks of trade” 
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“« CORRESPONDENCE, 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the 
Opinions of correspondents. 


CA NADIAN SALMON IN ENGLAND 


es 


Lditor of the Crrizey, 


day’s Citizen is important. If any 
Canadian salmon shipped to England 
are found to be “unclean and unseason- | 
able,” there is a fair presumption of) 
illegality, and their origin should be | 
traced by the authorities in Canada as | 
{ well for our own protection and credit 
as for the interests of English dealers 
and consumers. But fresh salmon pre- 
served in ice or frozen artificially may 
be lawfully shipped from this country, 
and yet reach their destination in an un- 
wholesome state. Such a result might 
prove ruinous to shippers and injurious 
to trade. The principal of our dealers 
in fresh salmon are prudent, experienced, 
and respectable men, having consider- 
able capital embarked in this business. 
It seems improbable, therefore, that 
any of them would ship unsound 
fish, or traffic in such as are foul 
and unseasonable. I am _ informed 
that an experimental Shipment of sal- 
mon from Restigouche consisted of fish 
caught in July last, and since kept in 
the freezer, which were packed in ice 


of one of the ocean steamers, reaching 
Liverpool in perfect condition. It 
seems impossible that this consignment 
could suffer so much in transit thence to 
Londen. 

2eDr. Buckland correctly assumes that 
em Canadian salmon river is now legally 
open for nets. Our fishery laws forbid 
netting salmon after the 1st of Augustin 
Quebec and Ontario, and after the 15th 


Scotia. Therefore, any—dalsely netted 
fish marketed after those dates would be 
subject to-confiscation as being both il- 


legal and unseasonable. Of course, there 


Mey ee 1699 - 


| 
b 
ra 


Sir,—Dr. Buckland’s letter in yester- | 


! of August in New Brunswick and Nova | 


canbe no such thing ag « clean, fresh-. 


October ; but salmon preserved in snow 
and ice, or frozen in a fresh state by the 
artificial process, and shipped to the 
trade and consumers during the winter 
months, has been a common 
article of commerce in this country. |: 
It is quite lawful to buy, sell_or possess 
them in Canada throughout. the close 
season if they have been lawfully caught 
in open season. The same rule exists | 
in England. Our fishery laws provide 
a “lawful excuse ” for their possession, 
and it is the duty of the owner to pro- 
duce proot of legal origin if required, | 
This department adopts a system of. 
granting certificates, which bona Jide 
traders find it beneficial to observe. 
The same plan might apply to exporta- 
tions from Canada. No doubt, this new 
enterprise of sending Canadian salmon 
to English markets, at a time when the 
sale of salmon assumed to be caught in 
Great Britain is prohibited by Imperial 
statutes and local regulations, will ne- 
cessitate the adoption of co-operative | 
means to prevent evasions of those 
laws, without, at the same time, depriv- 
ing Canadian dealers of the advantage 
of English markets in winter time, and | 
the British consumer of the benefit of al 
desirable variety of fish food. How to} 
accomplish this requires some consider- 
ation, Meanwhile, it would be very un- 
fortunate if hasty prejudices should arise 
on the other side, or that iNegah, prac- 
tices should prevail on this'side of the 
Atlantic, to defeat the venture of, Cana. 
dian traders, and to deprive British con- 
suimers of any benefits attending compe- 


may 


have something to do with the present 


aspect of the case to which Dr. Buck- || 
land draws attention. 


Your obedient servant, 
W. 2B. Wirrcuer, 
Ottawa, 27th November. 
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Herring and Pike Spearing 
Licenses, 


Department of Marine and Fisheries, 
-  FisHerres Brancx, 
Ottawa, 9th Ootober, 1877. 
Licenses to Spran Herrines from 10th 
November to 15th December, and Licensxs to 
Spear Pine from Ist January to 31st March, | 
|in Burlington Bay and Dundag Marsh, will be 
|issued on application to the Local Fishery 
Overseer, (J, W. KERR, ESQ.) 
By Order, 
W. FP. WHITCUER, 
Commissioner of Fisheries. 
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Herring and Pike Spearing 
Licenses. 


4 


es | 
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES, 
Fisheries Branch, | 


CrTawa, 9th October, 1877. 


ICENSES TO SPEAR HER-| 


RINGS from 10th November to 15th De-— 
cember; and Licenses to Spear Pike from 1st 
January to 3lst March, will be issued on applica- 
yon to the Local Fishery Overseer, J, W. KERR, 

8q. 


By order, 


W. F, WHITCHER, | 
Commissioner of Fisheries, 
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— Constable VicDenough, 1 fi 
| To the Editor of the ‘Times: : 


Drar S1r,—Your artielo of Friday, the 9th | 
inst., referring to the attempt at ‘ Under- 
mining Constable MeDonough,” has been 
universally endorged by the law-abiding and | 
fair-dealing people of Dundas, who quite 
agree with you in stamping this attempt ag 

| cowardly and mean. During the time that 
he has been constable of this town My, 
MeDonough has discharged his duty without 
fear, favor or affection, making no distine- 
tions of creed or nationality, and although 
| by so doing he may have insured the enmity 
\ of evil doers, he has earned the admiration 
jand esteem of the right-minded, who are 
iprepared to sustain the general conduct of 
/Mr. McDonough with a will and to defend 
‘him egainst the malicious and underhanded 
attacks of the opponents of law and order, 
| I am prepared at any necessary time to 
}furnish proof to substantiate my statements 
lin regard to the ability and popularity of our 
constable and to show how litile one at loast 
lof the Dundas Council cares for the threats 
f cowardly calumniatorg. T have no hesgita- 
ion in signing myself, 
A Dunpas Covncitior. 
\Dundas, Nov. 14, 1877. 
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Fis Sprarine,—Pike have commenced to 
run up to their spawning grounds. Large 
numbers of them are destroyed by spearing, 
which cannot be too vigorously pr osecuted, as 
the fish in question are almost worthless and 
have been so humerous in these waters, of 
late years as to have prevented to a con- 
siderable extent the inesrease of better fish. 
The mud-cats, or « buil-pouts,” as they are 
variously termed, are also very destructive to 
the Spaivn cf cthers gf the finny trike, and 
ought to meet with ng quarter. 
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( ¢ vd f s) The following letter has been received by 
SN a rete the city and county members : 


GunTLEMEN,—The Minister desires me to in- 
form you, that, in accordance with your request, | 
net licenses will be discontinued in Burlington | 
Bay after the termination of those already issued 
tor the current season. The usual privileges ot 

} angling, trolling and spearing (the latter under 
special licenses for specific periods) will continue, 
Instructions to the Hishery Officers have been 
issued to such effect, 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 
; Your obedient servant, 

W. I. WITCHER, 

1 For the Hon. Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries. 


Messrs. Thos. Bain, Jos. Rymal and A,'T. Wood: 


| From the foregoing it will be seen that this 
| question has now been effectually and satis: 
tactorily settled, and we presume all parties 
pp perented will be gratified to know that their 
| efiorts to secure proper protection for the fish 
in Burlington Bay and the Dundas Marsh have 
(eee been fully recognized by the Fishery 
Department, and that for the future no more 
f fayoritiam in the granting of licenses can be 
| ‘indulged in by Mr. Fishery Inspector Kerr,— 
| Dundas Banner, 3 
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this morning on the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries who gave them his best | 


FISHING IN BUBLEINGTON BAY, 
By reference to our Ottawa despatch, it 
| will be seen that important changes are to be 
made in the regulations governing Aenine| 
inside of Burlington Bay. The newrules 
| will prove gatisfactory in securing ‘‘ equal 
justice to all interested parties.” Under the 
old rules equal justices was the exception and 
partiality the rule. 


| BURLINGTON BAY AND THE FISHERY REGULA- 
H TIONS. 


Some weeks ago a meeting of the farmers 
and other residents along the north shore of 
Burlington Bay was held, to discuss the 
fishery regulations in force there. The 
speakers deprecated the fact that they were 


eatirely prohibited from netting and seinning | 


in the Bay, while the residents along the 
south shore had that privilege, Henry 
Binkley was chosen as a delegate to come to 
Ottawa and lay the case before the Depart- 
ment. Having arrived yesterday, 
with Messrs. Bain, Rymal and Wood, waited 


he, || 


attention. Having carefully discussed the — 
matter Sir Albert Smith told the deputation | 
thatif the several members then present | 
would embody their views of what was fair in | 
several articles he wouldegee that they were 

issued as instructions and were duly carried | 
out. The following petition was presented: 


To the Right Hon. Sir A.J. Smith, Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries : 


§1n,—In terms of your reference at our inter- 
view with you this morning the undersigned re- 
presenting the constituencies that border on “ 
Burlington Bay, have agreed respecting the 
| fishing in the Bay as follows : c 

1. That at the termination of the present 
licenses issued for gill nets and seines (fourteen | 
in number) inside of Burlington Bay, that no— 
more licenses for nets or seines of any kind be 
issued intide of the Bay, and that the use of all | 
| such nets and seines be strictly prohibited ; that 
the present arrangement by which the herring 
and pike spearing and spearing through the ice 
be continned—tbat is, on one license, f:0om Noy, 
10 to April 20, except a short time at the holidays 
—it being satisfactory to 1hose interested. 

2. That the hook and line fishing and trawling 
be continued under existing arrangements, the 
| object being to secure that the fish shall be al- 


lowed a reasonable increase in the Bay, while at 
| the same time equal justice shall ke done to all 
| interested parties. 


The above was duly signed by the mem- 
| bers present, and sent this afternoon to the 


Department where it will be acted upon. 
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senate 
Sanmon.—The other day a salmon was 
caught in the river at the town ot Niagara. 
This is the first salmon caught in the Mecee 
during the last forty years. it neuen ee 
lbs. So much for our fish-breeding institu 
tions and the protection afforded the fish. 


6W~<~—_ 

Satwon Fry.—On Tuesday Mr. John W. 
Kerr, Fishery Inspector at this port, received 
a telegram from Mr. Samuel Wilmot, Super- 
intendent of all the Government fish breed- 


ing establishments in the Dominion, asking | 


him to meet his agent at Toronto. Mr. Kerr 
did so, meeting Mr. Niven, of the Sandwich 
breeding grounds, but now stationed at New- 
castle distributing salmon fry. These two 
gentlemen proceeded to the Humber, and 
near Howland’s mills deposited 10,000 salmon 
fry, 5,000 of which were hatched from eggs 

brought all the way from British Columbia. 

The selection of Mr. Kerr to assist in this | 


work is a tribute paid to his intelligence and. 
£xperience. 


—_ 


| Tngpector. 


| 
| 


Hav B Up.—We are desired to 
say that those parties who have not paid their 
spearing license will be brought before the 
Police Magistrate at once by Mr. Kerr, the | 
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oT 
|. How Hs Frun,—The other day Mr. 3. W. 
Ketr, Fishezy Overseer foy Ontario, visited | 
Toronto in order to receive the return’ neves- 
sary to be mace hy fishermen #4 this season, 
of the year, Atte: crossing td the Island, and: 
| seeing that all was vight about Gibralter | 
| feint, Mr. Kerv thought, as the ‘day was fine, 
| and tke ice was inviting, that Wo Would walk 
| across to the city, but ketem he forgot that 
| years had deprived him ‘of ‘that suppleness | 
which is the salvation of youth on guoh danger. 
ous footing. He had ‘proceeded abr a hun- 
dved yards from the shoye Ywiien both feet 
passed from under hits and he landed on his " 
back on tha ies, Seeing more stars in a few 
moments than he supposed could possibly be 
{ stewed away in the firmament. Simultane- 


RENE ee At ten } 
\ ously with his tumbie the ice cracked for a, FrisHinc WrrHour ENS Richard 
distance of about half’ a mile, the reports xe! «clock this forenoon, W alt eae Cineneedll 
sembling very much the discharge of a park Yalden.and Robert Hami een Mea 
| of artillery, the water gushing up in consider-; with fishing without Hecmaes ue tor, Mr. Kerr, 
able quantity,and eausing those who were dis. wf the Fishery Act. The es Bag They 
posed to laugh at the ‘Overseer’s ‘mishap te, surprised them in urine aye 
| Slide for the shore at their best speed, A boy, | were fined $2 each and costs. 
however, romained in the vicinity and to him | 
| Mr. K. appealed to signa! an ice-boat so that | 
that he could secure & passage across. The, 
boy looked a% Mr. K. for a moment, and then | | 
zeplied, “I guess not, Mister, there's too | 


mauch water and cracking round yer for this | 
chicken to go there.” My. Kerr managed to | 
recover his haf, Waiking-cane, muffler and 
other “ dumtiage,” and hoisting his scarf on 
the end of his stick brought those in the ice- 
boat to his assistance, when he reached th, 
“metropolis without further mishap. 
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’ ’ / ee BRhe ®ishery Act, 4: 


| Sometime ago an item appeared in our 
| columns in reference to the case of two fish- 
ermen who were charged with netting young 
whitefish contrary to the Act. For the 
defence it was urged that catching such fish 

| with a legal net gould not be avoided some. 
‘times. The Polica Magistrate ard Iaspector 
Kerr then communicated with the Department | 
and received the following reply, which seems | 
_ to definitely settle the question ;—. 


DEES Ee oF MaRINE A®D FISHERIES, 
JSHERIES BRANCH, OTTawa, 
Decemuver 18, 1878. 

€iR,—Regarding prosecutions for extching, kill- 

ing, selling or possessing young whit. fish, you 

Will rigorously enforce tue law If the fines be 

| an insufficient penalty, ‘confiscate the fi- ching 
materials, as by tue law directed, and report the 
licenses with which such abese is practised for 
Confiscation. If there be p:aces where th se fry 
so abound that qu:ntities must inevitably bs 
caught or killed, except these places specially in 
the licsnses issued, 

Taw, sir, your obedient Servant, 

| W. F, WHITGHER, 

| For the Hon. the Min. of M. and F, 
J.W. err, Bsq. . Fishery Overseer, Hamilton, | 
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The Bridgetown Jfoniior furnishes some 
valuable facts in reference to the fish- 
breeding establishment started at Bedford 
Basin (Halifax) two or three years ago by 
the Dominion Government, ‘The editor's 
informant is a gentleman who visited the 
| establishment last month, and had an inter- | 
| view. with the gentleman in charge, Mr. 
| Wilmot. The work is carried on ina capa- 
cious building erected for the purpose, | 
through which an ample stream, drawn 
from ‘the Sackville River, flows. During 
the winter, by artificial heat, the air is kept 
at the desired temperature, The spawn are 
taken thither in the autumn, and placed in 
troughs cased either with zinc or tin, and a 
‘current of water is passing ‘gently fhrough 
them. The hatching season is early in 
spring, and in a few weeks the baby fish, 
only an inch or two in length, are conveyed | 
away in tanks to rivers; where they ate 
placed to shift for themselves. There are 
now, the Monitor says, 1,400,000 salmon 
spawn, 200,000 whitefish spay wh from the 
Ontario lakes, and 10,000. ne trout from 
the same lakes, all in the process of hatch- 
ing, and the younglings before midsummer 
will be transferred to the rivers and lakes 
of the Province. | 
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Yesterday morning a boy named Thomas 
Canham, of Dundas, was trolling for pike in 
the Bay, near Carroll’s Point, when he got a 
bite. He tried to pull in, but thought he 
must have got hold of a stump. The thing 
wouldn’t come ;, but soon he began to “moye, 
and then he thought he had a whale. After , 
a long struggle he managed to boat hig prize, | 
which turned out to be a fine maskinonge, 48 | 


inches long and 18 inches round, weighing — 
25 lbs. 
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Niacana Fisnsry.—The catch in the Nia- : \ 
| gara viver is better this year than it has been | 
for the past fifteen years, the result, no 
| doubt, of the operation of the Fishery Act. 
| This market is now being supplied regularly 
| from Niagara-with some of the most delicious 
| lake fish. : : 
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A new fish, which is like a ‘‘shad of the 
herrirg species,” has been observed during 
the last two years in the waters of Lake 
Ontario and the St, Lawrence, Shoals of 
them are said to have appeared at Chippewa 
Bay. They are good articles of food, and 
from six to eight inches long. In some 
parts of the river, on the Canadian side, 
according to the Ogdensburg Journal, they | 
were taken out bye the barrel, They | 
are also found in quantities in winter when 

a hole is.cut in the ice, The appearance of 
this fish in such numbersand in sucha place 
ig strange, but possibly some of our 
naturalists will be able to account for the 
fact. 
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From a placard published by Mr. W. F. | 
Whitcher, Commissioner of Fisheries, we 
gather the following : 

Speckled trout, brook or river trout, can- 
nos be caught from the 15th of Ssptember to 
the Ist of May. Salmon trout, lake troat and 
whitefish cannot be caught from the 1st to 
the 10th of Movember; net or seine fishing \ 
without licensed is prohibited. Nets muat | 
bo raised from Saturday ight until Monday 
morning of each week. Nets cannot be eet | 
or seines used so ag to bar channels or bays. 
| Indians are forbidden to fish iWegally the 
| game asd whitemen. Hach person guilty of 
violating theee regulatious is liab’e to fine 
and costs, or in default of payment is subject | 
toimprisonment. No parson shall, during | 

| 
) 


such prohibited times, fish for, catch, kill, 
buy, sell, or have in possession, any of the 
kinds of fish mentioned above. 
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lf morning Constables McNair and Howard and 
J. W. Kerr, Fishery Inspector, proceeded to 
Lake Ontasio where they took a boat and 
fh | went out on the lake. The water was ex- 

! tremely rough and the men had a very risky 
‘ride. The « object of their enterprise was to 
put a stop to some illegal fishing that was 
going on and they arrested a man named 
Benjamin Clink, of the Beach, for fishing 
without a license. He will be br ought before 
| the Police Magistrate to-morrow morning. 
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He was fined $1 and costs. 
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Visine Wirnour Licrnsz,—On Friday 
next Mr. J. W. Kerr, Fishery Inspector, will 
prosecufa six men at St. Catharines before J. 
W. Keating, J. P., for fishing without a license 
|on Lake Ontario, at the mouth of Twenty- 
\mile creek, on the 4th of October last. 
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M'GWYNNH VS. JONES. 


Thia ig an appeal in a fishery casa in which 
the ownership of lake waters was brought 
| into question, Mr, Sadieir appeared for the 
appellant ; Mr. Osler for tha respondent, 

Hus Honor gave hig judgment ona point 
raised by Mr. Osler that this Court had no 
jurisdiction to hear tha appeal. The Fisher- 
\ ies Act provided for an appeal to the Minister 

|| of Fisheriss, and to that tribunal must be 
| relegated the appellant’s rights to geck rsdreeg 
|| in this cago, The appeal was therefore dig. 
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| Cf the County of Wentworth—Etection of f 
OSicers—Review of the Work of the | 


Year and Other General Business. 


The first anual meeting of the Fish and 
Game Protective association was held last 
evening in the grand jury room of the 
court house. There was a good turnout 
of members, the chair being occupied by 
the president, Mr. J: E, O’Rielly. After 
the reading of the minutes and the con- 
sideration of a letter written by the presi- 
dent to city representatives of the Domin- 
ion Parliament, respectin# the fisheries 
laws, the secretary, Mr. C. H. Bethell, 
read a statement of the work done 
by the association during the 
year, A petition had been ~ gent 
to the Fisheries Department at Ottawa to 
prevent netting in Burlington Bay, which 
was granted. 

Patrick Hand, of Winona, was prosecuted 
fo@#llegally netting ducks in Lake Ontario, 
He was'fined $5. 

Titus Wilhams and brether, of East 
Tlaniboro’, wets broseemted for hounding 
deer in close season. The casé waa toe. 
“A case of illegal netting in Burlingtén 
Bay was also lost. 

Mr. Campbell was prosecuted for de- 
-Stroying fish in Twelve-Mile creek. He was 
fined $50, but the fine was remitted by the 
‘Government, and Twelve-Milo creek exempt 
irom the fisheries statute, The association 
‘were Corresponding with the Government, 
and trying to show that the creek was a 
suitable place for the propagation of fish, 
and was, worthy of Government protection: 

Two farmers of Mast Flamboro, named 
Reynard, were prosecuted for killing deer. 
They were fined $75, 

John Hall and Peter Dowling, of East 
Flamboro, were prosecuted for killing a 
yearling, doe, and were fined $19.50 each. 
he father of Hall was to be prosecuted 
for having the carcass of thé saine in hig 
| Possessicn. ; 


The financial statement for the year was: 
Receipts, $162.25 ; disbursements, $188.77, 
| leaving a deficit. of $26.52, - Shy 


_ rhe election of officers for the coming 
wiar wad shea proceeded With; and resulted 


uf 


as follows‘ ~ 

a. 

F. De Mece me (Waterdown), 2d vice-President. 
Vredevick Snider jancaster), 3d vice-Prosident. 
C.H. Bethell, Secretaty-Troasu:—: = 
Directors—James Pett, W. G. Relay 1, 

Spencer, Myles Oversnd, 1, Wy, Hore, J®hn Bam: 
berger and Johi Smith. 

Mr: J: Hz O’Ttielly offered thie tise of his 
office to, the cai of Handgers for ariy 
time that they should desire ib. 

On motion cf Mr, Spencer, seconded by 
Mr, McNair, it wag resolved that the 
directors make a donation fo Mi: Plastow; 
caretaker, for his kind attentions to ha 
members of the association during their 
meetings. 

It was moved by Dr. Malloch and 
seconded by H. Spencer that Mr. 8. °*Mc- 
Nair be requested to act on behalf of the 
association in the detection and prose- 
cution of parties violating the provisions 
of the fish and game laws, and that the 
| County and city couneils be petitioned to 
ay 


| chap 31; 43 Vic. Obt;. Ostited. eee Purana 
A letter was read from Mr. J.P. Jchn- 
ston, of the American Express company, 
stating that he had been instructed to de- 
mand from the association payment of the 
amount of all expenses incurred by the 
company in defending the prosecution for | 
having deer in their possession, | 

The members were of the opinion that 
as the costs in the case had been regulated 
by the police Magistrate, who had also 
sanctioned the prosecution, the asgoctation 
had nothing further to do in the matter, 

A vote of thanks was tencered to the 
joint jail and court-house committea for 
the use of the Brand jury room for the pur: 
poses of the asSocialicn: ; 

Mr. O'Reilly then vacated the chair, | 
which was taken by the newly elected 
president: : Leng 

Mi. John Smith congratulated the presi- 
dent on hig appointment and the associa- 
tion oh the selection is had nade, He 
also moved a vote of thanks to the tetiting 
president, which wag carried unanimously, 
A vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. CG. 
H. Bethell, the untiring secretary of the 
association. : | 

After some discussion respecting the 


2. ae 


meetings to be held during the year and 
the matter of getting up an annual supper, 
the meeting adjourned, 
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ppoin} hin .2ame inspector; under gee; 15, | 
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